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Awakening lecture at sleep week 


SIDS. 


New scheduling to h 


Committee looking 
into different days 


and times for classes 


By MerissA LIVERMORE- 


JOHNSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Come Spring of 2009 a new 
change in scheduling could take 
’ effect on trial basis, making it easier 
for many new students to attend 
Northern Essex Community College. 
Beginning this month, the Dean of 
Humanities and Social Services, Sue 
Grolnic, will be putting together the 
Ad Hoc Flexible Course Scheduling 
Committee in an attempt to find an 
easier way for non traditional stu- 
dents to attend classes, and to set a 
new dynamic for the college students 
of the twenty first century. 

Grolnic is sending out a mass 
email to all faculty and staff to see if 
there is interest in becoming part of 
this committee, and there is a possi- 


toy 


bility for students to work on the 
committee as well, seeing as how this 
will effect some of the students that 
are attending NECC now, and all 
future students if the plan is 
approved and the trial basis goes 
over well. 

Some of the scheduling changes 
the committee will be looking at are 
the possibilities of a weekend col- 
lege, where students will attend 
classes Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays; accelerated and hybrid 
courses, and once a week, three hour 
long classes. All of these changes 
will help with the new demographic 
of students in the twenty first century 
who hold jobs, raise children, and 
just do not have enough time in the 
week to go to a 50 minuet class three 
times a week, or a two-hour class 
twice a week. 

“The schedule as it is now, works 
really well for traditional students. If 
you think of going to college as your 
job, which is how college used to be 
for everybody, than that's a perfectly 
brilliant schedule, right, it works, it 


~ work put on display - 


gives you time in the classic process 
of: go to class, have some time to 
think about it, reflect on it, do your 
homework, come back two days 
later. It's a very traditional model, 
and it works.” Grolnic said when 


Aaron Foss photo 
Guest speaker Patrick Sorenson lectures on Sudden Infant Death Syndrome or 


Northern Essex 


Sports 14 
NFL legend Brett Favre 
retires from the game 


Community College : OR 1 


Sleep Week events 
were put on to raise 


awareness at NECC 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


A large group of observers 
gathered in the Dimitry Building 
March 7 as Patrick 
Sorenson gave a lecture on SIDS, 


Atrium on 


an event capping off the NECC 
Sleep Awareness Week. Several 
events were held in conjunction 
with the NECC Sleep Technology 
Program in an attempt to raise 
awareness of the program. 
Members of the NECC Sleep 
Technology Program donned their 
scrubs as they assisted in providing 
refreshments and answering ques- 
tions for the crowd. The National 
Sleep Foundation sponsors the 
The NSF’s stated 
goal is to “better understand the 


event annually. 


importance of sleep and the bene- 
fits of good sleep habits, and rec- 
ognizing the signs of sleep prob- 
lems so that they can be properly 


diagnosed and treated.” Issues 
such as drowsy driving, sleep dis- 
orders, and sleep hygiene were 
addressed throughout the week. 

The Sleep Technology program 
recently appointed its first full 
time faculty member by placing 
John Murray as Program 
Coordinator. 

“The program offers a one year 
certificate program that will let 
somebody be eligible to take the 
RPSGT boards,” said Murray. 

The Sleep Technology Program 
offers its student’s classroom study 
and clinical experience in prepara- 
tion for the boards. 

Murray said that currently the 
program is one of only four regis- 
tered programs in the country, 
adding “there really haven’t been 
any educational standards until the 
last ten years.” 

“This is a change of career for 
me at this stage of my life,” said 
Gail Derrigo, a Sleep Tech student. 

“I’m interested in the medical 
field and this was a good avenue 
for me to take,” she added. 

See Sorenson page 6 


elp students 


you can come at night, but even those 
classes tend to be stretched along the 
lines of traditional offerings.” 

This committee's job is to find 
out what is already out there at other 
universities and colleges and whether 


= 


Weekend college, accelerated and 
hybrid courses, and three hour classes 


once a week. 


asked why she is looking into chang- 
ing the scheduling process. “There's 
nothing wrong with it. It meets the 
need of some of our students, but it 
certainly doesn't meet the need of all 
of our students, and we think that it 
keeps some potential students away 
because what if they can't come 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 
or Tuesdays and Thursdays. Right 
now we have some limited options, 


or not it is working. Along side that 
the committee needs to review the 
scheduling software that is out there, 
and find out if there will need to be 
an upgrade, or new tools required to 
make these changes. 

After all that the committee also 
needs to review the contractual 
requirements for scheduling and to 
determine the impact on possible 
new models. If all of this follows 


through, the committee will then cre- 
ate a model for the process for deter- 
mining which scheduling model best 
meets the needs of a given program, 
and pilot this process. 

After the committee finds out 
whether or not these changes will 
work they will have to figure out how 
to make it accessible to students, 
which courses will be placed where, 
and working with faculty that may 
want to teach their courses at certain 
times. 

The committee will begin pre- 
senting its recommendations to the 
Academic Affairs Vice Principle, 
Lane Glenn, by October of 2008. if 
the pilot is approved timeliness will 
be important. After approval the 
committee intends on having the 
scheduling process in place in time 
for the pilot program to be imple- 
mented in the 2008-2009 academic 
year's spring semester. If all goes 
well and the pilot proves to be a suc- 
cess, the full scheduling process will 
be implemented in the 2009-2010 
academic year. 
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Putting the comunity 
back in college 
[EDITORIAL and organizations that for people 


not to participate is a shame. On 
Northern Essex Community campus you can find something for 
College needs to be just that, a 


every taste from Contemporary 
community college. Being a com- Affairs to Christian Club to the 
‘ Top Notch Players and soon 
muter school, without any perma- 
nent live on students, means that enough perap s SvoR. Stevan 
unlike more traditional colleges we Gay/Straight Alliance. 
must fight to maintain our commu- as sees Fab oe 
nity. Obviously people here have pamit it or- not, -As ‘well ‘s:every 
obligations, but we as a student 


teacher and faculty member, is 
body. should be doing everything looking to be part of a community. 
we can to foster our community. 


Having a small school means that 
Whether you join a club, or just 


we can have a tight community, but 
h ae in the end it all comes down to 
ang out in Jitters, everyone needs 
to get involved. 


effort. 
NECC has so many great clubs 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 

We prefer submissions via email: 


obdserver@necc.mass.equ 
“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 
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Roaming Reporter 


OURSE, THESE PEOPLE DO 
NE THING IN OMMON. 


Should the government 
waterboard alleged enemies? 


Chris Simon, Criminal Justice 

“T think torture can be a necessary 
means of acquiring information if 
we're sure that they’re the enemy 
combatants.” 


Cory Cocchiaro, Theatre 


“If Bush allows this bill to pass he 
should be hung the way Saddam was, 
because he’s not fighting for freedom 


anymore.” 


Jillian Mansfield, Sign Language 
“If their government captures our sol- 
diers . . . I think it’s fine.” 


Photos/Interviews by Artemis Savory 


Kayta Fondeur, Psychology 

“T don’t know, that’s not right. They 
can find other kinds of torture. It vil- 
lanizes us [as Americans].” 


Kelsey Stone, Business Management 
“I suppose torture is bad. I guess if 
that’s at the stake of American lives 
that we need to do what we can to 
protect the American citizens. It 
depends on what the circumstances 
are.” 


Wes Brennan, Physics 

“Yes, do it. I think that we should do 
whatever we can to save the lives of 
our troops. I’d rather be safe than 
sony.” 
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Clinton’s campaign 


What went wrong 
with Hillary Clintons 


campaign 
By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


I know the 
supernatural is 
something 
that’s not sup- 
posed to hap- 
pen but it does 
happen. That’s 
the only way I 
can explain the 
race for the 
presidential 
nomination for the democratic party. 
How did seemingly unbeatable can- 
didate Hillary Clinton fall behind a 
virtually unknown senator from 
Illinois? I’m not sure, but I do know 
that she has fallen behind and Barack 
Obama is being billed as the new 
John F. Kennedy because he appeals 
to the youth and the black communi- 


I’m not saying that Clinton has 
no chance at clinching the nomina- 
tion, but if the hype were to be 
believed a few months ago she 
should have been sitting on the nom- 
ination by now. 

At the pace the race for the nom- 
ination has been going, we’re in it for 
the long run, but a possible solution 
would be that Clinton and Obama 
become running mates. This would 
make for a controversial and exciting 
‘ticket that the Republicans would 
have a hard time beating. This looks 
great on paper but a new problem 
would arise, who will be on the top of 
that ticket? None of the candidates 
would like to settle for second best, 
especially someone like Clinton who 
basically has been groomed for the 
job or at least that’s what we’re led to 
believe after listening to her constant 
reminders of all the experience she 
has accumulated over the years. 


Her time as a senator definitely 
counts as experience, but her time as 
first lady really shouldn’t though. 
And besides she should know by now 
that in American politics charisma 
and great public speaking mean just 
as much if not more than experience. 
An example would be Kennedy. 

Aside from this her bid for the 
nomination has some other flaws that 
if she were to correct she would have 


in Texas and Ohio and clean up 
her policy if she wants to stay in 
the running. 

The biggest factor going 
against her is that her opponent 
Obama is not a pushover. He has 
a magnetic personality, makes 
campaigning seem effortless, and 
his fundraising has set records. 
In the case of Obama winning the 
nomination, even John McCain is 


SS ee 


Another thing she has going against her 
is that for the last 20 years we've had 
either a Bush or a Clinton in office. 


a better chance at winning. First of 
all she needs to stop her constant 
whining; complaining about 
always getting the first question 
at debates doesn’t spark interest 
in potential voters especially 
from someone who claims to be 
tough enough to be president. 
Another thing going against her 
is that for the last 20 years we’ve 
had either a Bush or a Clinton in 
office. The American people 
might be wanting someone dif- 
ferent in office. 

She should also refrain from 
using questionable tactics such as 
the recent and controversial 3 am 
ad. The ad which aired in Texas 
a few days before the primaries 
depicted Clinton as the only can- 
didate with the experience to 
answer the red phone at the 
White House in case of a nation- 
al crisis. She should use the 
momentum from her recent wins 


speculated to have a hard time 
Tunning against him. Obama’s 
running on the idea of change 
ironically enough Bill Clinton’s 
1992 campaign motto was 
“Change vs. more of the same.” 
His so alleged lack of experience 
is becoming less of a factor, 
Democratic Chairman of Senate 
Intelligence Committee Jay 
Rockerfeller states “the most 
qualified person, democratic or 
republican to lead our country in 
the face of enormous chal- 
lenges.” 

Clinton still has a chance at 
winning as demonstrated by her 
recent victories in Texas and 
Ohio, but she needs to work on 
her campaign. She should have 
checked her ego before running 
and taken her opposition more 
seriously. 


Support for fire victims 


To The Observer, 


gift cards which will be distributed from there. 


I was 


I would like to take this opportunity to publicly 
thank everyone who contributed to the recent collec- 
tion of gift cards to assist the victims of the January 
fire in Lawrence. We were able to collect over $1100 
in gift cards from the NECC community on the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campuses. Special thanks to 
Meredith Gunning and the Community Outreach 
Group for all their assistance in this effort. ' 

On Monday, February 11th, I met at Lawrence 
City Hall with Mayor Michael Sullivan and others 
involved in helping the fire victims and delivered the 


amazed and overwhelmed at the generosity of the 
many students, faculty and staff that made donations. 
The Mayor’s Office was equally impressed and 
extremely grateful for the college’s contribution. 

It is this coming together in times of tragedy 
that shows what the Northern Essex community is 
truly made of. 


Sincerely, 
Cynthia Crivaro 
Professor, Behavioral Sciences 


Washington field trip coverage 


Dear Editors, 


Thanks very much for your extensive coverage of 
the recent Contemporary Affairs Club trip to 
Washington D.C. Artemis Savory’s stories and photos 
really captured the experience of our students at the 
conference and in their explorations of the city. 
Diannely Antigua’s story about the visit to the 
holocaust Museum also helped to convey to the col- 
lege community how moving the museum was to the 
students who visited it. : 


Once again the Observer has shown how essential 
it is in keeping the college community informed and 
involved in all of our student activities programs. 


Sincerely, 

Stephen Russell, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor and Chair 
Department of History, Government, 
Philosophy and Economics 


“The purpose of life is to fight maturity.” | 
-Dick Werthimer 


“The first step to getting the things you 
want out of life is this: Decide what you 
want.” 

-Ben Stein 


“Life is a sexually transmitted disease.” 
-R.D. Laing 


“The unexamined life is not worth living.” 
-Socrates 


‘The supreme irony of life is that hardly 
anyone gets out of it alive.” 
-Robert Heinlein 


“Life is a foreign language; all men mis- 
pronounce it.” 
-Christopher Morley 


“Life is pleasant. Death is peaceful. It’s 
the transition that’s troublesome.” 
-lsaac Asimov 


Diet Coke was invented in 1982 


Mario, of Super Mario Bros. fame, appeared ina 
1981 arcade game, Donkey Kong. His original 
name was Jumpman, but was changed to Mario to 
honor Nintendo of America’s landlord Mario Segali 


The three best-known western names in China: 
Jesus Christ, Richard Nixon and Elvis Presley 


Kansas state law requires pedestrians crossing the 
highway at night to wear taillights 


The roar that we hear when put a seashell next to 
our ear is not the ocean, but rather the sound of 
blood surging through the veins in the ear. Any cup 
shaped object placed over the ear has the same 
effect. i 


The average person spends about 2 years on the 
phone in a lifetime. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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elfish by tone 


What our decisions 
say about our 


morality 


By ASHLEIGH BERGH 
Contributing Reporter 


Recently, I was in Dr. Meredith 
Gunning’s ethics class when she 
posed a question to the entire class — 
what would you do if you were given 
a ring that made you become invisi- 
ble? This question was in reference 
to a story by Glaucon called the 
“Ring of Gyges”, in which the story’s 
main character, Gyges, is given a ring 
that grants him invisibility and thus 
he does things that are unethical and 
immoral, such as murder, for his own 
self benefit. The responses astound- 
ed me. The most common answers 
were that first, most people would 
rob a bank; second, they would spy 
on others, and third, they would 
sneak into concerts, movies or onto 
airplanes, so that they wouldn’t have 
to pay. Out of the entire class, only 
two people said they would do any- 
thing for those less fortunate, and 
even in those two cases, the good 


they would do was overshadowed by” 


all of the additional selfish things 
they would do with those powers. 
When I posed this question for 
some students outside of the ethics 
class, the answers were still the same. 
Alex Edney, a liberal arts major with 
a concentration in writing, said that 
he’d use this power to sneak onto air- 
planes and travel the world. “I'd 
probably check out the Oval office 


and watch the President talk on the 
phone,” hy concluded. In relation to 
that, Caitlin Sherlock, a dental 
hygiene major, said that she’d also 
spy, but on her ex-boyfriend and peo- 
ple she doesn’t trust. 

With all of these responses self- 
ish and unethical, is it true that we as 
human beings are selfish to begin 
with? A psychological egoist would 
say so. Psychological egoism is the 
philosophical idea that man can only 
act out of self-interest; that even our 
actions that may seem unselfish have 
an underlying selfish reason to them. 
This is a disappointing notion, but is 
it entirely true? When reflecting on 
my own life, I now find myself think- 
ing “Did I shovel the driveway 
because I wanted to be helpful, or did 
I do it because I wanted the praise 
from my parents?” and the self-doubt 
escalates from there. 

Dr. Gunning believes that the rea- 
son why the responses were com- 
monly selfish are for two reasons: 
one, perhaps it “indicates something 
in human nature is selfish” or two, 
“our own culture has put certain 
ideals in us that are individualistic”, 
such as the idea that we need to be 
more successful, which would lead to 
robbing a bank being the most com- 
mon response. A psychological ego- 
ist would argue that humans cannot 
be unselfish because we are “hard- 
wire for survival” — that asking a 
human to be unselfish is like “asking 
a stone to go up rather than down 
when you drop it”, Dr. Gunning 
replies. “Any challenge we face, we 
either eliminate or overcome,” she 


says, and that a psychological 
egoist would agree that humans 
are looking out for themselves, 


all the time, even in heroic 
instances. 
After some thought, I’ve 


decided that I do not completely 
agree with the psychological ego- 
ist. I do, in fact, believe that we 
are selfish by nature — that more 
often than not, our actions, as 
unselfish as they may seem, will 
benefit us in the end. I do not 
agree that this includes heroic 
instances. A person putting their 
life on the line, or willing to take 
their life to save another does not 
seem selfish to me at all. Sure, 
they may get praise and maybe 
even have some sort of infamy 
afterwards, but is it worth it? 
What benefit does a person get 
from throwing themselves in 
front of a train to save another 
man? This girl doesn’t think 
there is any sort of benefit what- 
soever. 

In conclusion, I implore the 
readers of the NECC Observer to 
do the same that so many of us in 
Dr. Gunning’s ethics class have 
done. Think about your behav- 
iors, and the actions you take. 
Are they selfish by nature? Are 
you going to benefit from that 
seemingly unselfish action at all? 
And lastly, what would you do if 
you had the Ring of Gyges? Your 
answers may surprise you. 
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Stupidity epidemic 


Ignorance is becoming 
more widespread in 


the world 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


If you have 
eyes and ears, 
you know this 
already folks, 
y but there are lots 
|} of stupid people 
in this world. 
One of them 
even managed 
to become the 

= president of this 
fine nation. I see stupidity so rampant 
now, it makes me feel like I’m fight- 
ing against the world. It’s like a 
George Romero movie with the last 
vestiges of intelligent humanity gath- 
ered together in some dark, lonely 
place with their backs against the 
wall; fending off the oncoming army 
of slack jawed half wits, with their 
glazed over eyes and massive num- 
bers. 

There are differing types of stu- 
pidity. I think the two most prevalent 
kinds are social ineptness and igno- 
rance and both fall until the stupidity 
spectrum. Some people are just com- 
pletely socially inept, an example 
being wearing sunglasses indoors 
because they think it makes them 
look tough and the walk around with 
the swagger of an Old West outlaw. 
While they should have a flashing 


Sie 


neon sign stroking “Cerebrally 
Stunted” over their head at all times, 
they aren’t necessarily stupid, just 
completely incompetent of all 
basic social skills. These are the 
ones who attempt to make them- 
selves stand out as an individual, 
but in doing so make themselves 
the generic composite of whatev- 
er group they are trying to be a 
part of. The result of their looks 
and actions leave them with all 
the individuality of a group of 
cliff bound lemurs and the seri- 
ous nature of a children’s birth- 
day clown. . 

The ones who are ignorant are 
much easier to notice. The racists, 
homophobes, anti-Semites, and 
misogynists stick out in a politically 
correct society like a starving Kenyan 
at an all you can eat buffet. While 
everybody in this country is allowed 
their opinion by way of that won- 
derful old parchment we so cher- 
ish, most people choose to ignore 
them, as they should. Their stag- 
gering hatred is often the result 
of misinformation and a lack of 
desire to see the other side, less 
often it’s a result of inbreeding. 

The bottom line is that the 
collective sloping of this coun- 
try’s cranial ridge needs to be 
halted and the only way to do that 
is for each individual to take it 
upon themselves to make sure 
they are an educated person, 
capable of the intelligence these 
people aren’t. 


NECC Observer Marchi2,2008 Page5 


Welcome to the police state 


The government does 
as it pleases with no 


fear 


By JEREMY NADEAU 
Contributing Reporter 


Lately, it seems as though 
America has been traveling 
through another dimension, a 
“dimension not only of sight and 
sound”, but of a place where the 
Constitution does not apply. 

“That the sign post up ahead, 


your next stop,” Bush’s Patriot 
Act. 

“Picture if you will,” an 
American president who has 


recently gotten his way and will no 
longer have any restraints on his 
quest to stop terrorism. 

This means we will all have to 
start watching our backs and what 
we say to our friends and neigh- 
bors so as not to risk being report- 
ed to the authorities. The Bush 
Administration and Congress are 
violating the principles of our 
nation’s Constitution with the 
passing certain acts like the Patriot 

* Act. With a cliffhanger vote on the 
March 7/, 2006 our Congress made 


it possible for Bush to use whatev- 
er means necessary to stop cerror- 
ism. Once again, Congress advo- 
cated its constitutional responsibil- 
ities of congressional oversight, 
just as it did when it gave Bush a 
blank check to invade countries 


_ around the vvorld in the name of 


“the war on terrorism”. 

We will soon be living in an 
America where Americans will tap 
phone lines and monitor the mail 
of other Americans under the guise 
of providing tools for our authori- 
ties to keep our nation safe. Safe 
from what? Safe from being invad- 
ed and turned into a fascist regime 
that invades its citizens privacy in 
the name of security? I thought that 
was why we fought World War II. 
This brings to mind the line often 
attributed to Ben Franklin, “Any 
society that would give up a little 
liberty to gain a little security will 
deserve neither, and lose both.” 

Personally, I find this extreme- 
ly disturbing. What will the Bush 
Administration take away next to 
keep us safe? Will he stomp all 
over the Second Amendment and 
make us all get rid of our weapons 
because he’s paranoid of gun- 
based terrorist attacks? What about 
the Sixth Amendment? Will we be 


taken directly to jail for what we 
say or write (or put on our T-shirt 
at the State of the Union address) 
because it is deemed to be un- 
American? The repression of our 
speech is going to lead to the 
repression of our ideas and creativ- 


America? Bush is either trying too 
hard to defend us, which seems 
unlikely in light of the recent 
development that he has allowed 
Middle Eastern countries with 
mixed records on terrorism to man- 
age many or our seaports, or he is 


SSS See 


This means we will have to start watch- 
ing our backs and what we say to our 
friends and neighbors so as not to risk 
being reported to the authorities. 


ity. 

Tyrannical dictators who don’t 
want their people getting too smart 
and questioning his or her motives 
have used these same tactics. We 
often ask ourselves, how could 
Nazi Germany get started? Perhaps 
it starts with the oppression of free 
speech, the firing of professors and 
the self-censorship of a people 
whose government is spying on 
them. Dictators like Hitler, 
Mussolini and Stalin did this in 
their communist or fascist govern- 
ments, but why is this same thing 
happening in a democracy like 


trying to keep his citizens from 
questioning his decisions. Yes, it’s 
bad to compare our leader to men 
such as these, but it’s a sad day 
when the one thing that makes this 


" country so great— its freedom—is 


taken away and we are left in 
silence of fear and intimidation. 
Bush’s sense of patriotism is 
flawed and we will all suffer for 
his ideology. Is our government 
going to start to pay us to watch 
our everyday friends ‘and col- 
leagues and to report any question- 


able actions that we may feel are 


Northeastern 
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To Become a Leader in: 


Un-American? This is the kind of 
behavior that took place in Iron 
Curtain countries that we once 
mocked. The Acts like this itself 
are Un-American. This terrorist 
scare is turning all of us against 
one another and this act has elevat- 
ed this hysteria to an extremely 
high level. Bush has gone too far 
over his time as president. Where 
are the warrants to listen in on pri- 
vate, personal conversations? 
Where are the checks and balances, 
the oversight? Now we are back in 
the red scare where McCarthy 
types are once again questioning 
whether we are here to live and be 
free or to steal secrets and subvert 
our society. Only this time it’s 
Bush and this time it’s not Russian 
communists he’s attacking, it’s 
American citizens. It was sad 
when we didn’t trust others from 
different nations, but now it’s US 
citizens that can’t be trusted. It’s 
like Bush keeps sending us back in 
time. “Yes, you’re moving into a 
land of both 
stance, of things and ideas. You’ve 


shadow and sub- 


just crossed over into the Twilight 
Zone.” 


S-CTPEN CES 


Child & Adolescent Mental Health Nursing 


Northeastern University School of Nursing was awarded a 
HRSA grant to expand the Masters in Nursing specializing 
in child and adolescent mental health nursing, focusing on 


Every New Graduate nurse hired 
between now and September 1, 2008 


receives an iPod touch. 


-of up to $10,000 


~ + Academic Medical Center 
* Student loan forgiveness 


* Graduate Nurse Residency Program 


life works here. 


4, OKRTMOUTH-HITCHCOCK MEDICAL CENTER 
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www.newgradnursing.com 


psychopharmacology and underserved populations. 


Attend our Open House on Wednesday, March 19, 2008, 
from 6:00 to 7:00 pm at Northeastern’s Boston Campus 


Visit www.childpsychiatricnursing.neu.edu to learn more, 
or contact us at 617.373.5587 or capnursing@neu.edu 
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CAMPUS BRIEFS 


Holocaust survivor 
to speak as guest of 
NECC genocide 

series 


Sonia Schreiber Weitz is a 
Holocaust survivor, a poet, an 
educator and a human rights 
activist. Born in Krakow, 
Poland, she survived the 
Krakow Ghetto and five Nazi 
camps, including Auschwitz 
and Bergen — Belsen. Sonia is 
the founder and Education 
Director of the Holocaust 
Center Boston North, Inc. 
Through her everyday actions, 
her written and spoken word, 
she continues to challenge, 
encourage and inspire her audi- 
ences. Sonia dreams of a world 
“were there are no more vic- 
tims nor victimizers and, above 
all, no more bystanders” — 
which she so_ eloquently 
expresses in an interview with 
Katie Couric on the NBC 
Today Show. 

Sonia is the recipient of 

Doctor of Humane letters 
Honoris Causa from Salem 
State College and has been rec- 
ognized with numerous interna- 
tional awards. 
, Sonia is a Presidential 
Appointee of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum 
Council. She is the author of 
The Poetry of Sonia Schreiber 
Weitz and the memoir | 
Promised I Would Tell. 


Business principles 
seminar to be held 


A seminar designed to 
review the foundations of Lean 
business principles, which can 
help companies gain a compet- 
itive edge in the global econo- 
my, will be held Monday, April 
14, from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 
the Technology Center at 
Northern Essex Community 
College on the Haverhill cam- 
pus. 

Participants will explore 
principles and 
leadership/supervisory compe- 
tencies through problem solv- 
ing exercises, simulations and 
team exercises. Attendees will 
also learn how to improve their 
company’s implementation of 
Lean, which can ultimately 
improve productivity and the 
bottom line. 

Seating is limited and the 
cost is $75; $50 for a compa- 
ny’s second participant. 
Registration is limited to three 
participants per company. To 
register online go _ to 
www.massmep.org. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Award-winning author 
speaks in Lawrence 


By JUSTIN AGUIRRE 
Contributing Reporter 


As part of the ongoing White Fund series at 
Northern Essex, Juanita Diaz-Cotto, gave a 
powerful lecture on March 6 in the White Fund 
Room of the Amesbury Street campus in 
Lawrence. The award-winning author gave her 
insight into the victimization of Latinas in the 
war on drugs in the United States, followed by 
readings from her book “Chicana Lives and 
Criminal Justice: Voices from El Barrio,” where 
the reading of her own words brought the human 
rights activist into tears. 


For the first part of her lecture, Diaz-Cotto 4 


gave a history, as well as statistics surrounding 
Latinas in the War on Drugs, beginning with 


-President Nixon's attempt to shift the focus in 


America from the war in Vietnam to the number 
people using drugs, calling them “terrorists.” 
She says Latinos are targeted in the U.S. and in 
19 other countries, including Europe, where 
Latinas are often stereotyped as prostitutes. 

“In the U.S. only 12.5 percent of Latinos use 
drugs,” said Diaz-Cotto, “the majority of the 
drugs consumed are by White people. And as far 
as drug-related arrests, 80 percent are for small 
quantities.” 

She says the War on Drugs have affected 
Latina and black women the most. Women are 
targeted because of the men in their lives. If the 
police raided a suspected house for drugs, it was 
common for the man of the family to stand up 
and take the arrest so the woman could stay 
home with the children, however, according to 
Diaz-Cotto, the men are now making the women 
take the fall, which can lead to serious prison 


sentences. 

“These types of scenarios have increased 
since the Patriot Act was passed, which allowed 
the government to enter a home if it were sus- 
pected of containing terrorists,” said Diaz-Cotto, 
“however it is now used to investigate drug deal- 
ers, giving the government the right to enter 


War on drugs targets women of color 


My interest wasn't to portray these women 
as victims,” Diaz-Cotto said, “They instead took 
full responsibility for their actions - giving an 
honest detailed account of their lives.” 

Diaz-Cotto then had four female students 
read short excerpts from her book. In these 
short paragraphs that were read, we heard of a 
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My interest wasn’t to portray these women as victims. 


-Juanita Diaz-Cotto 


people's homes on pure suspicion. The war on 
drugs has resulted in human rights violations 
and corruption.” 

The author spoke about her belief that incar- 
ceration is not helping the drug problem here in 
the U.S., but instead there should be more edu- 
cation as well as rehabilitation. She says 75-80 
percent of incarcerated women in the U.S. have 
children. 

Diaz-Cotto spoke on how she came into 
writing her book: Chicana Lives and Criminal 
Justice: Voices from El Barrio. The book chron- 
icles the lives of 24 incarcerated women in their 
own words. She says she gave a survey to 24 
women - one of the questions asked if they had 
been sexually abused. Twenty out of 24 of the 
women had been sexually abused at some point 
in their lives, and that's when the book became 
about these 24 women. Diaz-Cotto compares 
the book and its stories to a “drunkalogue,” a 
term often used in the halls of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, which is a person's story of their 
life from childhood all the way through sobriety. 


pregnant prisoner who loses her baby in a jail 
cell after guards refuse to get her medical atten- 
tion and detailed accounts of entering gangs, 
using drugs, and physical abuse. 

But perhaps the most touching part was 
when Diaz-Cotto herself read the final excerpt 
from her book. She burst into tears when read- 
ing about Sonya, an incarcerated born-again 
Christian. Sonya's story, though similar to the 
others, talked of being labeled by authorities, as 
well has her shady past, and how it continued to 
haunt her. Diaz-Cotto's lips trembled, and her 
eyes watered as she read, her memory of this 
troubled woman still fresh in her mind. 

Diaz-Cotto concluded her lecture with ques- 
Questions about her 
journey throughout the prison system, as well as 
her beliefs on fighting the War on Drugs flooded 
the room. As her tears dried and her eyes puffed 
out and she calmly answered questions, she gave 


tions from the audience. 


more than just a glimpse of her devotion to her 
people and their struggle in the United States. 


Sorenson speaks to crowd on SIDS 


Continued from Page I 


Many presentations were held for the public 
throughout Sleep Awareness Week, including 
the display of various sleep study equipment and 
a demonstration on how a sleep study is per- 
formed. On Monday, a Massachusetts state 
trooper provided a presentation on drowsy driv- 
ing. 

“We think it's very important with the lack of 
sleep in teenagers and college kids,” said Debbie 
Salerno, a Sleep Tech Student. 

A presentation on SIDS by Patrick Sorenson 
ended the week on Friday. Sorenson is a pub- 
lished author and n expert on pediatric sleep 
He currently serves as the director of 
education for the Healthcare System Sleep 
Laboratories in addition to being a regular 


issues, 


speaker at sleep and health care conventions. 

SIDS is defined as the death of an infant less 
than one year old that remains unexplained after 
thorough examination, including an autopsy and 
a review of the infant's health history. 
Unfortunately, the cause for the disorder is 
unknown, making finding a cure for it impossi- 
ble. Sorenson talked about several issues relat- 
ing to SIDS including its relation to racial dis- 
parity and seasonal effects, as well as ways to 
help in attempting to prevent it. 

“Though we don't know what causes SIDS, 
we do have theories of what is more likely to 
cause it,” said Sorenson. 

According to Sorenson, an infant spends 
about 70 percent of every 24 hours sleeping, 
with 50 percent of that time spent in REM sleep. 


Aaron Foss photo 


Patrick Sorenson (bottom middle) and John Murray (top middle) pose 
with several students in the Sleep Tech program. 


He also relayed a study performed by Hannah 
Kinney at Children's Hospital, which has shed 
new light on SIDS. Sorenson stated that the 
study focuses specifically on the “chemical rela- 
tionship of serotonin in the brain” and that there 
“seems to be a defect in the neural network”. 
The week in all was successful in its 
attempts to educate and inform the public, as 


well as the NECC community. 

“It's been really exciting,” said Derrigo. 

“A lot of people aren't exposed to the field 
because it's a world of the unknown. To watch 
the brain do what it does is amazing and helping 
people who have sleep disorders is very reward- 
ing.” 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Alaska governor is a 
possible running mate 


WASHINGTON- Gov. Sarah 
Palin will be the first to admit that 
it might be a stretch for a hockey 
mom from Alaska to be consid- 
ered for the No. 2 spot on Sen. 
John McCain's presidential ticket. 

But there's an undeni- 
able national buzz surrounding the 
first-term governor, seen by many 
Republicans both within Alaska 
and outside the state as a fresh, 
new face to represent the party's 
future. The vice presidency may 
be far-fetched, but the hype has 
only helped Palin's future political 
prospects_and Alaska's reputation. 

"This happens almost every 
cycle, that the great mentioner 
starts spinning all sorts of names, 
some of which are more realistic 
than others," said Joel Goldstein, a 
law professor at Saint Louis 
University who has written a book 
on the vice presidency. "Even for 
somebody who doesn't end up get- 
ting selected, it never hurts to get 
mentioned as a candidate for 
national office." 


Mississippi campaign 
moment arrives 


TUNICA RESORTS, Miss. _ 
Despite Tunica County's nine 
glittering riverboat casinos, 
which generate $120 million a 
month and 11,600 jobs, any num- 
ber of rough reminders remain 
from the days not so long ago 
when Tunica shouldered the title 
of "America's poorest county." 

The Mississippi Department 
of Education still gives its lowest 
performance rating to Tunica 
County's lone public high school, 
where only two of 539 students 
are white. And while living con- 
ditions have improved for many 
here since gaming first appeared 
in 1992, more than a third of area 
households remain below the 
poverty level _ two decades after 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson labeled 
one particularly poor neighbor- 
hood a "moral Ethiopia." 

In Tunica, one sees how the 
state's longtime problems prove 
difficult to overcome. As the 
presidential contest moves to 
Mississippi on Tuesday, 
Democratic voters here say they 
desperately need a candidate who 
will deliver dramatic change. 

As former Democratic Gov. 
Ray Mabus said in an interview 
last week, Mississippians are dis- 
tressed that "we're at the bottom 
of the lists you want to be at the 
top of and we're at the top of the 
lists you want to be at the bottom 
of." The state is shorthand in 
many quarters for backward- 
looking attitudes; Sen. Hillary 
Clinton found herself in hot water 
recently for telling Iowa voters 
they did not want to be lumped 
with Mississippi, which currently 
has no women holding statewide 
office. 


News 


NECC sraduate to speak at 


re 
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Early Childhood reunion 


Youth care specialist 
returns to NECC 


By SHALIMAR QUILES 
Contributing Reporter 


Charlie Appelstein, M.S.W., a 
NECC graduate of 1973, will be the 
guest speaker at Northern Essex 
Community College's Early 
Childhood Education Program 
Reunion on Saturday, March 29, 
2008 from llam to 3pm in the 
Technology Center at the Haverhill 
campus. 

Appelstein, a nationally promi- 
nent youth care specialist and author, 
will focus primarily on his book enti- 
tled, The Glass Ain't Half Full, Heck 
It's Overflowing! The Power of a 
Strength-Based Approach in Guiding 
the Lives of Young Children. He has 
also authored three other youth care 
books that are widely used within the 
field, including The Gus Chronicles: 


Science department 


Reflections from an Abused Kid and 
No Such Thing as a Bad Kid: 
Understanding and Responding to 


the Challenging Behavior of 


Troubled Children and Youth. 
President of Appelstein Training 
Resources, LLC, Appelstein works 


students like me a chance to learn 
about one man's journey into a world 
that all students within my major 
want to experience,” said Kendra 
Santana, a second year early child- 
hood education major. 

The cost of this event, including 
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It gives students like me a chance to 
learn about one man’s journey. 


-Kendra Santana 


with children and youth who have 
serious emotional and behavioral 
problems. He trains and consults all 
over the United States as well as 
internationally by use of treatment 
facilities, foster care programs, par- 
ent groups, schools, and detention 
centers. 

“T think it's a great event. It gives 


scavenger hunt 


A webcam went to 
the first place winner 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


The average person loses one 
billion skin cells in a day. The dif- 
ference between an ECG and an 
EKG is the spelling-EKG is the 
German spelling. These are the 
answers to just a couple of the nine 
questions on the Scavenger Hunt 
Road Map. Others had to do with 
chemistry, how bacteria are 
grown, chaos theory and rock cut- 
ting. 

Professors Marcy Vozzella, 
professor and chair of the Natural 
Sciences Department, and Mark 
Reinhold, were in charge of the 
event. Vozzella said, “We thought 
it would be great to have a scav- 
enger hunt that went room to 
room.” 

This scavenger hunt was just a 
part of the Science Department's 


open house to show off its new 
technology, including 21 tablet 
laptops, digital photography 
equipment, smart room equipment 
and beams, cameras, printers, and 
$20,000 to purchase software and 
equipment. 

The first to win the scavenger 
hunt, and grab the best prize-the 


lunch, is $25 and it is open to all stu- 
dents as well as NECC early child- 
hood education graduates. 

To RSVP or for additional 
information, contact Libby Jensen, 
Director of Alumni Donor Relations 
at 978-556-3621 or 
ljensen@necc.mass.edu. 


holds 


Kim Kirlis. 

The day of the scavenger hunt 
was a $1,000 day. Vozzella said, 
“All the materials were purchased 
by us, but we got an amazing 
deal.” 

Lunch was provided by 
Hewlett Packard and available 
were a variety of sandwiches, 


ccc annie 


The scavenger hunt was just part of the 
Science Department’s open house to 
show off its new technology. 


web cam was Diannely Antigua. 
She said, while laughing, “I won 
first place thanks to Alex, my best 
friend in the whole entire world.” 

The remaining four winners 
were the camera takers Joe 
Robinson and Briana Cantoire, 
and the winners of the two HP 
photo printers Alex Trecartin and 


including tuna fish, bottled water 
and bags of chips. 

Other professors who partici- 
pated in the event were professors 
Emily Gonzalez, Ken Thomas, 
Tom White and Ruth Young, Tom 
Gorcyca, Noemi Custodia-Lora, 
and Mariana Melo. 


Threatening graffiti found on 
Haverhill campus 


With the 


help 
Security, this security log has been 
released to inform students and 
staff about the incidents requiring 
assistance of Eagle Security in 


of Eagle 


Haverhill and Lawrence. This log 
covers events from both Haverhill 


and Lawrence campuses from 
February 27 to March S. 
February 27s 2008- 


Threatening graffiti was found in 
the gym in the Sports and Fitness 
Center. 


February 28, 2008- 
Threatening graffiti was found in 
the Spurk Building. 


February 29, 2008- A student 
was threatened by an unnamed per- 
son in the Tech Center. 


March 3, 2008- A hit and run 
accident was reported in Lot #1 at 
the Haverhill campus. The incident 
remains under investigation. 


March 5, 2008- A car was bro- 
ken into on the Haverhill campus. 
Haverhill police were called and 
the incident remains under investi- 
gation. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
eS 


Colombian guerrillas 
terrorize Venezuelans 


RUBIO, Venezuela _ When 
Porfilio Davila hears his govern- 
ment deny that Colombian guerril- 
las are mobilizing in his part of 
western Venezuelan, he thinks 
about his father, whom he believed 
was kidnapped by such guerrillas 
nearly four years ago. 

Dozens of people in this 
hilly, forested border region also 
have gone missing, and many here 
believe Colombian guerrillas are to 
blame. Despite the government's 
pledge to crackdown on groups ter- 
rorizing the border, few here think 
that will happen. 

"The national govern- 
ment lies," Davila said. Colombian 
police have even told him they sus- 
pected the National Liberation 
Army, one of three guerrilla groups 
believed to be operating here, was 
holding his father. 

"Here, Colombian guer- 
rilla groups are operating, some- 
times with the complicity of 
police,” he said. "We live in a cli- 
mate of terror fueled by the indif- 
ference of the state and the injus- 
tice of impunity." 

Questions about the 
guerrilla presence in this region 
were at the heart of an internation- 
al controversy that erupted this 
past week after Colombian troops 
bombed a jungle camp of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia, known as the FARC, in 
Ecuadorean territory. 

Because of the growing 
presence of the guerrillas, 
Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez threatened war with 
Colombia if that country's troops 
entered Venezuelan territory in 
pursuit of Colombian guerrillas. 
Chavez also sent an estimated 
9,000 troops, along with tanks, air- 
craft and ships, to the Colombian- 
Venezuelan border. 

Colombia President 
Alvaro Uribe, who has the backing 
of the United States, has long com- 
plained that neither Venezuela nor 
Ecuador were doing much to pre- 
vent the Colombian guerrillas from 
taking shelter in their countries. 


U.S. Marines face rape 
charges in Japan 


YAMAGUCHI, Japan _ The 
U.S. military is set to court-martial 
four marines stationed at the U.S. 
Marine Corps' Iwakuni Air Station 
in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture, 
who are suspected of gang-raping 
a woman in Hiroshima in October, 
it was learned Thursday. 

The U.S. military held an 
investigation hearing on the four 
marines in February to decide 
whether they should be tried at a 
general court-martial on suspicion 
of violating the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice. The military has 
been considering its response to 
the alleged incident after inter- 
viewing related parties, including 
the 20-year-old victim of the rape. 
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Mock interpreting day for ASL students 


Studenis experience 
translating with deaf 


persons on-campus 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


Mock 
Interpreting 
Day began 
silently with a 
flurry of hand 
and arms 
movements. 

This was 
the test for 
American Sign 
Language (ASL) students last 
Friday. Two students paired up and 
took a deaf person to at least four 
places that were marked. The mark 
was a pink sheet of paper featuring 
two hands, each with its thumb and 
pointer finger together and the 
other fingers splayed out. 

A sheet with a variety of stops 
was given to each deaf person. He 
or she could choose with they 
wanted to go. 

I quietly followed the group 
made up of students Colleen 
O’Shaughnessy and Louise Reidy, 
and the deaf woman Karen Powers. 
I asked questions to Powers 
through the translating hands of the 
students. She said that she works 
in the activities department at New 
England Home for the Deaf in 
Danvers. There, she works with 
deaf elderly. 

The first place the group visited 
was room C210. In this room, 
Powers met Jean Lendall of the 
tutoring Center. Reidy interpreted 
as quickly as Powers signed, and it 
would be very difficult for a person 


The holy mackerel 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


The “Holy Mackerel” hangs 
over the balcony in the senate 
reception room of the 
Massachusetts State House. Four 
students from Harvard College 
came into the room with a box of 
flowers and walked out, unno4 
ticed, with the fish. 

The superstitious people in 
the statehouse worried that with- 
out the fish, bad luck would fall 
upon the place. The students 
returned the fish once threatened 
with expulsion. 

The Contemporary Affairs 
Club visited the Massachusetts 
Statehouse in Boston last 
Wednesday afternoon. There, 
they learned that the gold dome 
atop the house is made of gold so 
thin that it must be refurbished 
every 15 to 20 years for $300,000 
of the taxpayers’ money 

They also met Barbara 
L’Italien, the representative of 
six Massachusetts towns, includ- 
ing that of Haverhill 

Tom Bowling demanded to 
know why healthcare is mandato- 


The Contemporary Affairs 
with Haverhill Representative Barbara L’Italien. 


unfamiliar with the language to 
spot any slip-ups or potential trou- 
ble. 

Throughout the first half of the 
conversation, Reidy translated. The 
interpretations were hard to follow, 
but through it all Powers and 
Lendall seemed to be having a real 
conversation. Even without her 
voice, it was obvious by her pos- 
ture and facial expressions, and the 
small noise she made, what Powers 
was feeling or what she was trying 
to say. 

In room C211, Powers intro- 
duced herself through Colleen to 
Mary Roach, coordinator of the 
Reading Center. She informed 
Roach that she had just met the 
interpreting students that day. 

“They’re a little nervous,” told 
Power’s hands through 
Oshaughnessy’s voice, “I told them 
to relax.” After a few laughs, the 
conversation became somewhat 
serious. 

Roach looked into Power’s eyes 
and paid close attention to every 
move she made, she said that she 
could still pick up on some of the 
signs from her own ASL classes she 
took nearly 15 years ago 

Powers said, “I learned to sign 
when I was 16-years-old. I wish I 
learned to sign when I was a baby, 
but my parents didn’t use sign.” 

Being the only deaf person in 
the family, she had to learn to read 
lips and get along with a concrete 
form of communication. She said 
life became much easier for both 
she and her parents once she 
learned to sign 

In attendance were Deb 
McKinney, a freelance interpreter 
at the Northeast Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Services (Concord, N.H.); 
Sabrina Dennison, a teacher in the 


Club poses for a shot 


Left to right: (front row) Deb McKinney, Sabrina Dennison, Karen Powers, 


Patrick McCarthy, Suzanne Bedrosian. (Back row) Annie LeBlanc, Madeline 


Olio-Ruano, Diana Mele. 


Portsmouth School System; Patrick 
McCarthy, a professor at the 
University of New Hampshire 
(Manchester); Karen Powers, staff 
for the New England Home for the 
Deaf (Danvers); Madeline Olio, 
director of Deaf Services at Granite 
State Independent Living Program 
(Concord, N.H.); Annie LeBlanc, a 
Deaf Studies tutor at NECC; and 
David DelPizzo, director of Deaf 
Services at NECC 

Professor Diana Mele is a fac- 
ulty member of the Deaf Studies 
Program and the Human Services 
Program, and she teaches many 
ASL classes at NECC. 


Photos taken by Artemis 
Savory 


Artemis Savory photo 


Left to right: Louise Reidy, Colleen O’Shaughnessy, a 
PACE advisor, and Karen Powers. 


Volunteering at 
the Lazarus house 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


This spring 


break, a group of 


about 20 students 
along with college 
staff members 

Saliba 


and Jana Lamberti 


Maureen 


will be heading to 


Lazarus House in 


ry in Massachusetts, when so 
much of the population is against 
it 

L'Italien answered that the 
people should not have a choice 
in the matter of healthcare, 
because those who do not have it 
are simply taking the taxpayers’ 
money every time they are served 
in a hospital, and so on 

When she mentioned that the 
Citizens Initiative Bill is being 
considered, which will take away 
income tax, Bowling adamantly 
agreed with this bill 

L’Italien explained _ that, 
should the people not pay income 


tax, each town would be respon- 
sible for its own fire stations, 
police departments, schools sys- 
tems, and more 

Bowling continued to argue 
for the income tax to be taken 
away 

Someone tried to steal the 
Holy Mackerel again in the 70°s 

He was a UMASS Boston 
student and by himself. When he 
tried to take the fish, he made it 
only as far as the hallway, then 
left it there. He could not have 
known that the five foot long fish 
weighed a whole 400 pounds 


Lawrence to help people less fortunate 
than they are. 

They'll be there from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on March 17 and 18 

They 


they’ll be doing on those two days, 


don’t know exactly what 
aside from putting together Easter bas- 
kets of food for the poor. 

Saliba said that she told Lazarus 
House they would help out in any way 
they could 

It’s not a week long Habitat for 
Humanity expedition to a third world 


country, but it’s a start. It’s a chance to 


help out the community, and do some- 
thing more productive than sitting 
home playing video games all day. 

“My self and Jana, we wanted to do 
something, but we just started talking 
about in January” said Saliba. 

Planning a trip or project to a far 
away place can take a whole year. 

“We decided to start local and see 
what happens. We’d love to get a group 
of students interested in doing an alter- 
native spring break program for next 
year,” said Saliba. 

Saliba hopes that students can gain 
a sense of perspective from this experi- 
ence 

“A lot of them have perspective 
already, but being there {Lazarus 
house] really allows us to see how for- 
tunate we are and how unfortunate we 
could be,” said Saliba. 

Anyone interested should contact 
Maureen Saliba at (978) 556-3718 or 
msaliba@necc.mass.edu or Jana 
Lamberti at (978) 738-7416 or jlam- 


berti@necc.mass.edu 


Support from the 
NECC community 
helps Linda Germain 


By SARA CoDAIR 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


First she was an attorney, then 
she was a whitewater guide. Now, 
Linda Germain is trying to make a 
living as an artist. 

“It’s what I should have done 
in high school, but back then, I felt 
like I had to be something like a 
doctor or a lawyer.” said Germain. 
“I’ve always played with art, done 
things water color paintings and 
quilting, but the past four years 

I’ve really been pursuing it.” 
Since 2005, with the exception 
of this semester, she has been tak- 
ing art classes here at NECC, as 

well as attending various work- 
shops. 

Even though she isn’t enrolled 
in any classes this semester, her art 

| is still making its impressions on 
| the college. It’s being exhibited in 
‘the Bentley Library until March 

26. 

In addition to showing her 
work, Germain will give the 
NECC community a chance to 
see how it’s done. She’ll do a 


| demonstration of how=the gelatin 


prints are made on March 26th. 
“People don’t understand when 
IP tell “them about, but they will 
| when they see it,” said Germain 


Writer explains why 
he considers himself 
an art geek 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


People 
who are said to 
be left brained 
are the ones 
who use facts 
and _ figures 
well and have 
an analytical 
mind. The 
right-brained 
people are the 
ones who have 
More imagination, and are more 
abstract, more likely to create. 

_ If this is true, then the port side of 
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about the technique. 

According to Germain, the 
demo is open the public, and all 
the art classes have been invited. 

Germain is still relatively new 
to the art world, so she does not 
have a signature style or medium 
yet. 

“I have to keep experimenting 
with different mediums until I 
develop a_ signature,” 
Germain. 

Many of the prints on display 
in the library were made with a 
gelatin medium and _ various 
objects like leaves and sticks were 
used make impressions in the gela- 
tin. They are colorful, and a little 
abstract, some more so than others. 

In the future, Germain would 
like to have her own studio where 
she could sell and show her work,- 
as well as teach lessons. 


said 


“T don’t want to just go and get 
another degree. I love taking class- 
es and learning, but that’s too 
expensive.” said Germain. If she 
gives lessons from her own studio, 
then she doesn’t need a degree. 

However, for now she is just 
trying to find venus and shows to 
display her work in. 

Germain would also like to 
find a community of artists that 
she could be part of. If she can find 


easy, but Germain says she has 
found a lot of support from the 
NECC community. 

“You have to learn to live with- 
out a lot of money, and find venues 
to show your work.” 

Germain went to a workshop 
recommended by Lindsay 


a group of artist like-herself, she*d-—-McCulloch, and not only learned a 


like to be part of it. If not, then her 
individuality could be an advan- 
tage, she said. 

Starting out as an artist isn’t 


Its what I should have done in high 


school, but back then I felt like I had to 
be something like a doctor or lawyer. 


-Linda Germain 


my head was long ago put out to pas- 
ture. I write all the time. I’m writing 
something while you are reading this 
sentence. 

I don’t write just for a newspaper. 
I write poetry, stories, plays, anything 
that hits me as a small grain of an 
idea that I can turn into a pearl of wit 
or entertainment. 

The menagerie of texts I have 
festooning every spiral notebook and 
Post-It note that lives in the bound- 
aries of my desk at home are things 
I’ve been collecting for a long while 
and I save all of it. 

I’m a pack rat of adjectives and 
adverbs. Some of it will never see the 
light of day, some of it I pride myself 
as my best and some is just not very 
good. 

It’s through my maddening 
collection that I express myself. 
Where my left-brain fails, my right 
brain has been a constant companion. 

To me, the written word is art. 


lot from attending it, but gained an 
opportunity to use what she 
learned. 

Through a contact made at the 
workshop, she landed a gig at 
Timberlane Middle zchool. 

She will be doing a two-week 
workshop there, showing the stu- 
dents how to make gelatin prints 
and collages. She also hopes 
that the students she’ work with 
will be able to do a collaborative 
group project. 

For more information about 
Linda Germain and her art, email 
her at Lgcreateit@aol.com. 


Confessions of an 


Sentences can be constructed in ways 
that form an entire picture like a 
painting or sculpture. 

It’s within this thought process 
that I’ve always thrived and where I 
long ago realized that I’m an art 
geek. 

It’s an affectionate term we use 
among ourselves and there are lots of 
us out there. Art is a sensationally 
broad term referencing words, pic- 
tures, photos, movies, and the per- 
forming arts. These are all places 
where we art geeks come to play. 

We like to be in places where 
there is no boundaries’ holding us 
back; no archetype that we are forced 
to use as a reference point. 

We look of at a blank horizon and 
see only the opportunity to create. We 
take absolute nothingness and mold it 
into something that whether good or 
bad can be experienced by other 
people. 

At a personal level, I like acting 


Sara Codali abe, 
Linda Germain discusses her work with art professor Lindsay McCulloch during 
the reception of Germain’s exhibit in the library. 


a 
: 


One of Linda German's favorite pieces from the 
selection that is on display in the library. 


art geek 


just a level below writing. Forming a 
character that is a different person 
altogether from who you are from 
just words on a page is just about as 
fun of a process as exists. 

Again, there lies a fascination 
with seeing what you can create. 
Seeing what type of person this char- 
acter is going to be and how he is 
going to react with other people in 
whatever situation he finds himself 
in. 

Bringing someone to life offers 
an actor an almost sort of God 
complex since they are literally in 
charge of everything that person will 
do, say and react to. It works on a 
very sublime level and can be very 
comforting. 

Given the opportunity, the art 
geek will move beyond their comfort 
zone and see how they can affect the 
real world. 

This is a special occasion when it 
does happen at first, but given time 


they come to realize that everything 
they create can affect the world. 

A funny poem can entertain, but a 
well written story can change some- 
one’s outlook on life. A picture can 
be sold for thousands of dollars, but 
it’s effect on someone can also be 
priceless. 

A play can make people laugh or 
involve subject matter that speaks of 
issues that are relevant to society. As 
the art geek matures, so do his 
creations and his ability to use them 
effectively. 

They will not only entertain, but 
enlighten and become able to stand 
out far above the most factualized, 
statistical renderings any left brainer 
can draw up. - 

Whether it begins on a blank can- 
vas or an empty stage, the right brain- 
ers can connect with people on an 
emotional level that inspires others to 
start to create themselves. That is the 
best part of being an art geek. 
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Traviss disappoints 


“Revelation” should 
have been much 
better than it was 


By Sars CoDAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Karen 
Traviss has 

- always been 
one of my 


favorite Star 
Wars authors, 
b u t 
“Revelation,” 
the eighth 
book in the 
Legacy of the 
Force _ series 
was not up to her usual standards. 

When reading her Republic 
Commando books, I couldn’t turn 
the pages fast enough, and by the 
end, I was in love with the heroes 
and pitying the bad guys. 

Reading “Revelation” was rather 
different experience. 

I found myself dreading the parts 
focused around Jacen Solo and 
Admiral Niathal, and tempted to skip 
ahead to the parts with Boba Fett and 
Jaina Solo. 

Another upsetting factor was the 
relative absence of Han and Leia, 
who had only cameo appearances, 
and the very minor part Luke played. 

Once Ben finally proved Jacen 
did kill Mara. I wanted to know how 
Luke reacted, he thought of Jacen’s 


Earning a Bachelor’s Degree 
at UMass Lowell could be easier 


showing his true colors as a Sith, and 
how he felt about the galaxy slipping 
back into total chaos. 

Until know, the Legacy of the 
Force series had been centered on 
the Skywalker and Solo families, but 
Fett defiantly stole the show in this 
novel. 

The biggest plot in “Revelation” 
was Jaina being trained to take on 
her twin, Jacen, by Fett and the 
Mandalorians. 

Second to that was the rift 
widening between the Niathal and 
Jacen, and their plots to take each 
other out of power. 

Ben’s plight to prove Jacen real- 
ly did kill Mara was relatively minor 
compared to the rest of the story, and 
was only in every other chapter, and 
resolved way before the end. 

Most of the novel 
predictable. 

The reader already knew Jacen 
was Mara’s real killer, so the only 
suspense or surprise that could have 
come of that would have been Luke, 
Leia or Han’s reactions. Of course, 
they were hardly in the story, so it 
really didn’t add anything to the 
story. 

It would have been more inter- 
esting if Travis left it out and focused 
on Luke’s keeping the Jedi hidden, 
or created something interesting for 
Han and Leia to be up to. 

Jacen’s actions were predictably 
Sith, and Admiral Pellaeon seemed 
to take up a section in each chapter 
only to offer a mirror to the past and 
to die. 

You knew why Jaina was with 


was 


than you think. 


UMass Lowell is committed to making the 


transfer process—and completion of your 


bachelor’s degree—as smooth as possible. 


At www.uml.edu/transfer you can 


e See when a UML transfer counselor will 
be at your campus this spring; 


* Look at the Transfer Dictionary _ 


to check out which of your 
courses might transfer; 


¢ Learn the requirements for 


the BA or BS degree that 
interests you and 


® Meet transfer students 


who share their experiences 


at UMass Lowell. 


Transfer Office, UMass Lowell 


Office of Undergraduate Admissions 


883 Broadway, Suite 110 
Lowell, MA 01854 
978-934-3931 
transfers@umi.edu 
www.uml.edu/transfer 


Fett, and what she was trying to do. 

The only suspense or mystery in 
the book seemed to be on 
Mandalore. 

For example, will Fett’s ex-wife 
recover from being frozen in 
carbonite? And is the mysterious 
Gotab Bardan Jusik? 

These questions were skillfully 
planted in the beginning, and the 
answers were not fully revealed until 
the end. 

Hopefully, “Revelation” is just 
the calm before the storm, and 
“Invincible” by Troy Denning, the 
9th and final novel will be an 
explosive finale. 


LEGACY OF THE FORCE 


HAREN TRAVISS 


Yr ee 


courtesy photo 
The cover of the new 


novel, “Revelation” 


Available job 
openings include: 

~ ride operators 

~ ride attendants 

~ games attendants 

~ cashiers 

~ gate attendants 

~ security officers 

~ EMTs 

~ office staff 

~ costume characters 

~ waterslide attendants 

~ midway sweepers 

~ matrons/custodians 

~ food service 

~ maintenance 


AE — 


LAKE PARK 


Granite State College 


UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Transfer your associate degree 
to a bachelor's degree! 


Granite State College provides innovative programs and 
flexible scheduling making it possible for you to balance 
responsibilities such as work and family while earning a 
college degree. 
2 + Complete a bachelor's 


degree totally online, in 
a classroom, or both. 


program. 


g 
, : 


prior learning. 


» 


Contact us to learn more 


1.888.228.3000 


* Tailor your degree with 
our popular self-design 


Transfer previous college 
credit or receive credit for 


Federal financial aid is 
available for eligible 
students—even if you're 
only taking one 4-credit 
course per term! 


Speak with an academic advisor 
to learn about transfer options 
and program requirements. 


* competitive wages * free tickets to the Park * employer activitles + 
x incentive programs * flextble schedules + food discounts + 


NORTH POLICY STREET - SALEM, NH - 603.893.3506 
canobie.com 


www.granite.edu 
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“| just thought of the funniest 
path to enlightenment.” 


premier 


“| always feel a little self-concious 
around you, Mitchell.” 
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The next installment of the 
famous fighting franchise 
continues on the Wii 


By ALEX TRECARTIN 
Contributing Reporter 


There's little doubt that anyone with a mild 
interest in videogames has played at least a few 
rounds of Super Smash Bros. Melee, the sec- 
ond title in Nintendo's relatively new Smash 
Bros. series. There's also little doubt that these 
same people have heard of its long-awaited 
sequel, Super Smash Bros. Brawl. Well, the 
wait is finally over: Brawl has finally hit the 
States as of Sunday, March 9. 

Brawl, much like its predecessors, is a hard 
game to pin down. At first glance, it might 
seem like a fighting game. After all, its main 
feature is a wide variety of characters, each 
with their own strengths and weaknesses, bat- 
tling each other across many diverse stages. 
But the similarities stop there. Unlike classic 
fighting games like Mortal Kombat or Street 
Fighter, the Smash Bros. games don't use a 
health bar to determine who wins or not 
Instead, as the characters get beaten, a gauge at 
the bottom of the screen ticks up. The higher it 
gets, the further your character is thrown when 
hit. Since there is no health bar, the only way to 
win is to knock your opponent out. Whether 
that's into a pit of molten lava, off a giant ice- 
berg, or into outer space is completely up to 
you. 

Oh, and did we mention that you can play 
as classic Nintendo characters such as Mario, 
Link, and Kirby? If ever there was a game that 
could settle the timeless debates as to whose 
favorite character would win in a fight, this is 
it. Nintendo fans everywhere will recognize 
each and every character in the game, whether 
it's the distressed damsel, Princess Peach, the 
space-faring bounty hunter, Samus Aran, or 
Link's formidable archenemy, Ganondorf. 

Newcomers to the game include: Wario, 
Mario's stalwart nemesis, Pit, the angelic char- 
acter from the classic NES game Kid Icarus, 
Solid Snake, from Konami's tactical espionage 
franchise Metal Gear Solid, and Sonic the 
Hedgehog, Sega's iconic blue mascot. This is 
actually the first game in which non-Nintendo 
characters appear, a stunning first for the series. 

The Smash Bros. games also set them- 
selves apart from other fighters by featuring 
platforming elements. What this means is that, 
unlike other games where all: the combat takes 
place on a single, flat surface, the battles in 
Smash Bros. take place on a variety of plat- 
forms. One stage might be a series of wooden 
steps leading up a giant water fall in the middle 
of the jungle. Another battle might take place 
on the wings of a spacecraft as it twists and 
turns and glides through an epic dogfight in the 
void of space. Still another might be staged on 
a futuristic race track, complete with rocket 
cars streaming by every minute or so. Not only 
are you forced to deal with your opponents in 
these battles, but also the ever-changing terrain. 
That's not to say every match is a frenzied 
struggle to survive, some stages are actually 
quite simple and plain, consisting of nothing 
more than a long, flat surface with a cloudy 
background, perfect for a nice, calm duel 
between friends. 

While some fighting games have used 
items to add some diversity to the experience, 
perhaps a piece of fruit or a candy bar to help 
regain lost stamina, or a makeshift weapon like 
a table leg or pool cue to help you take on a bar 
full of angry bikers, Brawl takes it a step fur- 
ther. Much like the characters, the majority of 
items in the Smash Bros. games are from clas- 
sic Nintendo titles. Instead of a piece of food to 
help get you back to the fight, you might turn to 
a piece of heart, an item from Nintendo's 
Legend of Zelda series. Instead of hitting your 
opponent with a bar stool, you might want to 
grab a fire flower, from the Super Mario Bros 
series, and incinerate them instead. The items 
in the game are about as diverse as it gets, rang- 
ing from your average laser gun and light 
sword to giant hammers that practically swing 
themselves and pieces of a spaceship that will 
ram your foes at light speed, almost guarantee- 


Brawl | to ead 
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ing a knockout. But enough about Brawl, let's 
talk about Brawl. 

First off, the gameplay: 10/10 

In case it's not perfectly clear, this game has 
something for everyone. The controls are 
straight-forward and intuitive, making the 
game very easy to pick up and play. There are 
no complicated button combinations to memo- 
rize. Each character has a unique set of moves, 
but they all operate around the same set of con- 
trols. 

The game features several modes of play. 
One is classic, or arcade mode, where the play- 
er fights through a set number of enemies one 
by one until they face a final, challenging oppo- 
nent at the end. Another is called the adventure 
mode, where you can actually play along with 
the 'story' of the game, mostly by battling vari- 
ous other characters, but also with intermittent 
jumping puzzles and side-scrolling levels. 
There's also multiplayer, both online and off, 
which could be argued as the game's best fea- 
ture. Online play is something entirely new to 
the franchise, as it has been rapidly growing in 
popularity with this generation of consoles. 
This gives the player a nearly endless supply of 
replay value, as you'll be constantly facing new 
opponents in online matches. As if this wasn't 
enough, the game allows you to create and cus- 
tomize your own stages, then play them online 
with your friends. On top of all that, there are 
hundreds of challenges and secrets to try and 
unlock, each one earning you some kind of 
reward, whether it's a hidden character, a new 
stage to battle on, new items to play with, new 
music to listen to, or a trophy of some kind, 
commemorating your achievement. 

Second, the graphics: 9/10 

Despite not being the most powerful con- 
sole on the block, the Nintendo Wii pulls off 
some pretty visuals. Every recurring character 
has been given a complete makeover since the 
last game, resulting in some sharp-looking 
combatants. The stages themselves look amaz- 
ing, whether you're fighting in the ramparts of 
a castle that's currently under siege or in the 
leaves of a giant tree; the effects are crisp and 
vibrant. There are some places where they 
skimped ever so slightly on the details, but 
when the game's moving at full speed and 
you're fighting for your life, you're really not 
going to notice. After all, with so much going 
on onscreen at all times, some sacrifices must 
be made. Fortunately, only the most critical will 
be able to notice the minor flaws, while the rest 
of us play on blissfully unaware. To make it 
easier to enjoy the wonderful visuals this game 
can offer, the players can, at any time, pause the 
game and take a snapshot of the onscreen 
action. Got a stunning victory pose you want to 
save? How about the lucky hit that won you the 
match? Maybe you've got a hilarious picture 
you want to show off to your friends. Take a 
snapshot with the in-game camera and save it 
for later. 

Finally, the sound: 9/10 

While the game's music, most of which is 
completely orchestrated and almost all of 
which is derived from songs from classic 
Nintendo games, is spectacular, some of the 
characters’ voices seem to fall flat. Many of 
them are rather good, but the ones that aren't 
good are mediocre at best. Fortunately, you 
won't hear them very often, as each character's 
usual repertoire consists of grunts and groans, 
typical sounds of battle, rather than actual dia- 
logue. You might be inclined to wince at a char- 
acter's poorly delivered post-battle victory 
speech, but it won't happen very often. You'll 
probably be too busy enjoying one of this 
game's over three hundred amazing musical 
tracks. Yes, three hundred musical tracks, most 
of which are locked at the beginning of the 
game, but are slowly unlocked as you progress 
through the levels. Basically, the game 
becomes more enjoyable the more you play it. 

Overall, I'd give Brawl a 9/10, just a hair 
short of a perfect score. The gameplay is solid 
and engaging, and sure to keep players coming 
back for more. Aside from a few negligible 
flaws, Super Smash Bros. Brawl! delivers on 
everything it promises and more, and is defi- 
nitely worth a buy for anyone with a Wii, 
whether you're a hardcore fighter fan or just 
someone who wants to enjoy a casual game 
with their friends, family, or neighbors. 


Rivier College offers small 
classes and hands-on 


experience in more than | 
30 undergraduate majors. 


Transfer scholarships availa 
day students. 
® Biology 


® Biology Education & 
Business Management 3 
® Business Management/ S 
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Rivier College is a Roman Catholic, 
co-educational institution in Nashua, 
New Hampshire — the heart of New 
England. Call 1-800-447-4843 or 
visit www.rivier.edu to learn more. 


Id your spirit. 


Build your dreams. Build your skills. 


Build your future at Rivier College. 


rganization releases 


afe sex information 


Part One of an 
ngoing series from 
ealth Quarters 


By SARA KENNEDY 
Health Quarters 


When it comes to pregnancy pre- 
tion in 2008, there are more 
ions than ever before. Women 
can choose from a patch, ring, 
implant and shot along with tradi- 
mal methods such as an IUD, 
hragm and the perennial favorite, 
Pill.” 
So which method is the best? 
Well, that depends on the user. Most 
birth control methods that release 
hormones have the same high rate of 
tiveness when used according to 
ions, but become less effective 
if used inconsistently or incorrectly. 
¢ key is finding a method you feel 


- What about the cost? Health 
insurance will cover most birth con- 
trol methods, but not necessarily all. 
Health Quarters we accept some 
ces and MassHealth, and for 
le who don't have either, we 
have a sliding fee scale based on 
income - making birth control afford- 
able for all our clients. (And we 
never deny services to an appropriate 
client based on ability to pay.) 


| Oral Contraceptive, “The Pill” 
' A daily pill that releases artificial 
hormones. 
Effectiveness: More than 99% if 
taken at the same time every day. 
_ Pros: Few serious health prob- 


lems for young women and it doesn't 
interfere with sex. 

Cons: Pill must be taken every 
day and offers no protection from 
HIV and other STDs. 


Ortho Evra, “The Patch” 

A weekly patch worn on the 
lower abdomen, lower back, shoulder 
blade or upper arm that releases arti- 
ficial hormones. 

Effectiveness: More than 99% if 
used correctly. 

Pros: Doesn't interfere with sex 
and you only have to change the 
patch once a week. 

Cons: No protection from HIV 
and other STDs. 


Male Condoms 

A latex barrier that fits over an 
erect penis and catches sperm when a 
man ejaculates. 

Effectiveness: 98% if used per- 
fectly. 

Pros: Can purchase in drug stores 
and free from family planning clinics 
and latex condoms help protect 
against HIV and other STDs. 

Cons: Must be put on before sex- 
ual intercourse. 


Emergency Contraception 

Two pills with the hormone prog- 
esterone, taken up to five days after 
unprotected intercourse. 

Effectiveness: 89% is average 
rate if taken within 12 hours. 

Pros: Rare occurrence of side 
effects and it prevents pregnancy. 

Cons: Less effective than regular 
methods of birth control and offers 
no protection from HIV and other 
STDs. 

Must be taken within specific 
time frame. 


S 
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More people are stepping up 
to save environment 


Going green is proving 
beneficial to trees 
everywhere 


By SARA PRESCOTT 
Contributing Reporter 


A Beneficial trend to follow 
these days, everyone is follow- 
ing a trend. They are either try- 
ing a new diet or donning the 
latest fashions. Luckily, there 
is one trend that is beneficial to 
our environment and the way 
we live. Amongst the hype of 
global warming there has been 
a surge of people going 
"green". This does not entail 
however, that drastic changes 
have to done to make a differ- 
ence. Even the smallest things 
like turning off the water while 
brushing your teeth, or cutting 
the time of your shower con- 
tributes. As students there are a 
few small things that we can do 
each day to improve our sur- 
roundings. Today, just about 
everyone has a personal com- 
puter and an easy way to save 
energy is simply unplug the 
cord attached to the wall when 
it is not in use. Generally this is 
true for all electrical devices. 


Artificial lighting accounts 
for 44 percent of electricity use 
in some buildings and homes. 
Turn the lights off when leay- 
ing a room and purchasing 
Energy Star-rated light bulbs 
reduces electricity use by two- 
thirds. Coffee and tea is a vital 
part of many people daily rou- 
tine, switch to Fair Trade beans 


much as possible or consider 
alternative transportation when 
it's available. A more drastic 
impact would be to purchase a 
fuel-efficient hybrid car. 

Green Home is an environ- 
mental store that provides a 
guide that suggests items that 
will better different rooms in 
your house. It sells products 


ee eee 


Amongst the hype of global 
warming there has been a surge 
of people going “green.” 


and buy organic food products 
when possible. Another big 
thing to reduce waste is drink- 
ing filtered water rather than 
bottled. When consuming bot- 
tled drinks, reuse and recycle 
them after. Gas prices continue 
to climb and take a toll on the 
population's bank account. 
Make it a habit to car pool as 


for going green from apparel to 
home furnishings and products 
for kids. Another helpful 
source on the website is a col- 
umn that has information on 
going green. There are many 
small things that anyone can do 
to help out and better the 
places that they live, so why 
not try something green? 


ARIES - Romantic 
overtures are delightfully 
seductive this week: 
expect new love affairs 
to be brief but worth- 
while. Respond honestly to all invi- 
tations and expect rare compli- 
ments. Before Thursday close 
friends may need extra time to 
adjust to complex or unusual rela- 
tionships: remain patient. Friday 
through Sunday pay special atten- 
tion to the observations of older rel- 
atives or minor comments from 
trusted friends. A subtle social 
Warning may soon be revealed: stay 
alert. 

f 
TAURUS - Before 

Wednesday work rou- 

tines will be easily dis- 

Taurus rupted by faulty instruc- 
ms. Older colleagues may now be 
erly confident, neglectful or 
orly informed. Stay detached, 
wever, and avoid delicate group 
discussions: private politics or rare 
power struggles may also be in 
eration. Later this week ask 
iends or relatives for extra support 
d encouragement. Sincere negoti- 


ions concerning revised home or 


ily obligations will prove 
hes stay focused. 
GEMINI - Lovers 


and close friends will 
this week require added 
time, support and under- 

c-. standing. Private family 
problems or deep feelings of isola- 
may be a key concern. 
productive daily habits may be 
underlying influence: advocate 
activities, revised physical 
foutines and social change. 
ednesday through Saturday pay 


close attention to all financial and 
legal contracts. Written agreements 
will demand complex revisions: 
remain open to last minute 
improvements. 
CANCER - Early 
0° this week younger rela- 
tives or friends will need 
Cancer extra reassurance. 
Recent business or romantic disap- 
pointments may now trigger moody 
reactions or sudden cancellations. 
Provide subtle but consistent 
encouragement and expect home 
plans or family gatherings to 
require a special effort. After Friday 
some Cancerians will experience a 
sharp increase in energy, fitness and 
sensual awareness. Health and 
social outlook are improving: 
expect meaningful change. 


52, 


Leo 


LEO - Several weeks 
of restlessness will now 
fade. Before mid-week 
schedule special events 
with close friends or dis- 
cuss unique travel plans. Social 
involvement and creative specula- 
tion will help renew confidence: 
don't hesitate to join in group activ- 
ities. After Wednesday an unexpect- 
ed romantic invitation may trigger 
private gossip or speculation. If so, 
avoid all serious discussions and 
enjoy quiet, cozy moments with 
new friends or potential lovers: you 
won't be disappointed. 


IY 


Virgo 


VIRGO - Property 
decisions, home obliga- 
tions or large purchases 
are now a prime theme. 
Before mid- week fami- 
ly members may ask for detailed 
explanations of legal or financial 


agreements. Provide concrete fact 
and figures but expect ongoing 
doubt: loved ones need time for pri- 
vate reflection. After Saturday some 
Virgos will begin several weeks of 
intense romantic speculation. Long- 
term promises, complex family 
agreements or serious obligations 
may be accented. Ask for more 


time. 
LIBRA - A rare busi- 
i ness encounter may this 
aust week provide an unique 
Libra social introduction. Age 
appropriate relationships and _pri- 
vate attractions are highlighted. 
Before Wednesday unexpected flir- 
tations will be emotionally complex 
but highly rewarding: stay open to 
all new invitations. Thursday 
through Saturday business negotia- 
tions, although emotionally drain- 
ing, will prove worthwhile: expect 
bosses, managers or work partners 
to outline revised goals, schedules 


and methods. 
Hl, Yesterday's relationships 
“” may this week provide 
Scop =~ valuable insight into 
today's emotional differ- 
ences. Many Scorpios will now 
experience a brief but intense wave 
of nostalgia. If so, study all private 
desires and romantic reflections for 
meaningful clues: this is the right 
time to review old habits and end 
outdated obligations. Later this 
week watch also for a close friend 
or lover to reveal a desire for new 
commitments, improved living 
arrangements or fast home agree- 

ments. 


SCORPIO - 


SAGITTARIUS - 
x Long-term colleagues 
are now moody and self- 
Sagittarius involved: before mid- 
week expect personality 
differences or strained relations 
with authority to be an underlying 
influence. If so, find positive ways 
to advance team projects: work- 
place isolation will not encourage 
group acceptance. After Thursday a 
past lover or romantic invitation 
from the past may reappear. Remain 
cautious, however, and watch for 
minor social or family complica- 
tions to quickly escalate. Go slow. 
6 Home business ventures 
and financial requests 
Capricort will work strongly in 
your favor this week. 
Partnership agreements, loan appli- 
cations or legal contracts may now 
bring the desired results. 
Thoroughly discuss added duties or 
schedule changes with loved ones. 
Careful planning is needed. 
Wednesday through Saturday a 
friend or lover may provide unique 
insights into their private dreams or 
future expectations. Respond with 
sensitivity: delicate “emotions are 
involved. 


w 


Aquarius 


CAPRICORN - 


AQUARIUS - Early 
this week a_ sudden 
impression or intuition 
may reveal the deeper 


_motives of a friend or colleague. 


Areas affected are career ambition, 
favoritism in the workplace or rare 
social triangles. Observe habitual 
behaviors but remain silent. Timing 
is important. After Thursday an old 
friend or past lover may reappear or 
ask probing questions. Firm bound- 


aries are needed: at present others 
may be neglectful of social privacy. 
Remain cautious: tensions may be 
high. 


A 


Pisces 


PISCES - Financial 
planning is draining this 
week but necessary. After 
Monday close friends 
and relatives may be unwilling to 
discuss long-term budgets, missed 
payments or ongoing expenses. 
Remain determined, however, and 
expect delayed money decisions to 
quickly become unmanageable. 
Later this week some Pisceans will 
experience a powerful wave of spir- 
itual insight and social awareness. 
Family patterns, repeated history 
and important decisions may all be 
highlighted. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Over the next few weeks powerful 
spiritual and emotional revelations 
are available. Before the end of 
April a fairly intense period of per- 
sonal decision and romantic confu- 
sion will end. Key life lessons will 
become clear and may, in some 
cases, involve recognizing unpro- 
ductive relationships or publicly 
asking to have your needs met. 
After mid-June a 2- to 3-year phase 
of new relationships and revised 
career ambitions arrives: expect a 
steady wave of fresh opportunities 
throughout the summer months. 
This is the right time to let confi- 
dence build naturally and gather 
worthwhile friends: better times are 
ahead. 


nw 
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The immortal Brett Favre 
has called it quits after 17 
seasons 


By NICHOLAS J. KUCHAR 
Contributing Reporter 


He is the greatest ever. March 4 2008 is 
-.truly a sad day in the world of professional 
sports. Brett Favre, the 17-year veteran of the 
Green Bay Packers, announces his retirement. 
Over those years, Favre has become a house- 
hold name with his "grizzled gunslinger" and 
play-to-have fun mentality throughout his 
career. 

Although he has broken virtually every 
NFL quarterback record possible, it's a lot more 
than just records, it's the way he played the 
game and the way he overcame adversity. I 
may have made a bold statement by saying that 
he is the greatest quarterback in history, but this 
writer honestly believes that Brett Favre is the 
greatest quarterback he has ever seen. 

Born Brett Lorenzo Favre on Oct. 10 1969, 
in the town of Gulfport, Mississippi, it was 
apparent at a young age that he would always 
be that gunslinger that we have all come to 
know today. He grew up in the small town of 
Kiln, Mississippi; he is the second of four chil- 
dren and attended North Hancock Central High 
School. In Highscchool he played baseball and 
football and played, quarterback, lineman, 
strong safety, punter and kicker. 

After Highschool he chose to stay close to 
where he grew up and accepted his only schol- 
arship to play at Southern Mississippi. Initially 
the Southern Miss coached wanted him to play 
defensive back but Favre insisted on playing 
his most comfortable position. Favre proved 
his coaches wrong and on Sept 17, 1987 in a 
game against Tulane with a hangover from a 
hard night partying and vomiting during pre- 
game warm-up's, he led his Golden Eagles to a 
come-from-behind victory with two touch- 
down passes. 

Perhaps the most impressive win in college 
came during his Junior year on Sept 2, 1989 
where his Golden Eagles upset the then sixth 
ranked Florida State Seminoles on a six and 
half minute drive in the fourth quarter which 
ended with the game-winning touchdown by 
the young Farve. Unfortunately, the sport he 
loved came to a screeching halt before the start 
of his final season at Southern Miss. 

On July 14, 1990 while going around a cor- 
ner just a tenth of a mile from his parents’ 
house, he lost control of his car, flipped three 
times and landed against a tree. On his ride to 
the hospital, he wasn't concerned about the 
magnitude of his injuries; he was most con- 
cerned on whether or not he would play foot- 
ball again. Luckily his injuries weren't career 
threatening and after surgery the doctors 
removed 30 inches of Brett's small intestine. 

What's more remarkable is not that he sur- 
vived the crash; it's that he played football just 
six weeks later. On Sept. 8 he managed to lead 
his Southern Miss Golden Eagles to a come- 
back victory over the Alabama Crimson Tide. 
Favre then graduated college with a degree in 
teaching. 

Favre then pursued his love for football to 
the pro level and was drafted in the second 
round by the Atlanta Falcons in 1991 NFL 
Draft. His stay in Atlanta didn't last long after 
just one season and completed no passes on 
four attempts; he was traded to the Green Bay 
Packers. Favre's career in Green Bay didn't 
begin well at all. In game two of the 1992 sea- 
son with his team down 17-0 to the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers Coach Mike Holmgren benched 
his starter, Don Majkowski in favor of Brett 
Farve. 

His first pass, as a Packer was a deflection 
and caught by himself for a loss of seven yards. 
Green Bay lost that game 31-3, Favre only 
accumulating 106 yards. During the next game, 
Majkowski badly injured his ankle, which 
required him to be out for four weeks and led 
to another appearance by Brett Favre. 

Favre went into the game and fumbled four 
times, which was so bad that the crowd chant- 
ed for another back up. In typical Favre-style, 


with his team down 23-17 with about a minute 
left in the game, starting from his own eight- 
yard line, he drove his team down the field and 
threw the game-winning touchdown with just 
13 seconds left in the game. 

The very next week against the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, he began his iron man streak of con- 
secutive games started. The date? Sept 29, 
1992 ended on January 20 2008. Favre man- 
aged to get his team to a 9-7 record and get his 
first of nine pro-bowl selections. 

The 1995 season brought much more suc- 
cess, he lead his Packers to an 11-5 record, 
which was the best in 30 years for Green Bay. 
With his 4,413 passing yards, 38 touchdown 
and 99.1 passer rating (the best of his career) 
ending with his first of three consecutive MVP 
awards, something that never been down in the 
history of the NFL. Controversy hit Brett 
before the 96' season when, in July, he became 
addicted to the painkiller, vicodin, while bat- 
tling many injuries and was forced to go into 
rehab for 46 days by the NFL, otherwise he 
would have been fined 900,000 dollars. Even 
though he went through the very public reha- 
bilitation he had one of his best seasons in 
1996, capturing his second MVP award and 
leading his team to victory in Super Bowl 
XXXI against the New England Patriots just 
miles from his home town at the Louisiana 
Superdome. 

The next season brought more success for 
Favre, along with his third MVP award he lead 
his team to another Super Bowl. Favre com- 
pleted 25 of 42 passes with three touchdowns 
and an interception, losing to John Elway and 
the Denver Broncos, 31-24 in Super Bowl 
XXXII. Favre had minimal success the next 
few seasons compiling winning seasons 
through 2005. _ One of the moments that most 
fans will remember most about Brett Farve will 
undoubtedly be the game he played on Dec 22, 
2003. The day before the game, Brett's father, 
Irvin Favre tragically died of a heart attack. 
Brett's not one to sit out of a game for anything, 
so he dedicated the game against the Oakland 
Raiders to his father. Favre played possibly the 
best game of his career under the conditions, 
passing for 399 yards and four touchdowns in 
the first half in a 41-7 Packer win. 

The tragedy didn't end there for Brett 
Fayre. In October of 2004 his Brother-in-law 
was killed in ATV accident on Brett's property. 
Not to long after, Brett's wife Deanna, was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. Luckily, with 
strong treatment, she was able to make a full 
recovery. The next year, before the 2005 sea- 
son, Hurricane Katrina hit Brett Favre's home, 
destroying everything. 

After the next two seasons being all but 
success there was much speculation that Brett 
would retire. He wouldn't and came back for 
what would be his final season in 2007. He 
went on to break a couple records during the 
season, most wins as a QB passing John Elway 
(149) and most passing touchdowns passing 
Dan Marino (421). Even though he made it to 
the NFC Championship Game and lost, he still 
decided to end his career. Some of the records 
he has accomplished are the aforementioned, 
most passing touchdowns (442), wins as a QB 
(160), consecutive MVP's (3) and the consecu- 
tive games streak which stands today at a 
remarkable 252 regular season games. He also 
holds the record for the most passing yards 
(61,655), passing completions and attempts 
(5,377- 8,758) and interceptions (288). 

Brett also does a lot of work off the grid- 
iron as well. He founded the Brett Farve 
Forward Foundation along with hosting an 
annual charity golf tournament, fundraisers and 
celebrity softball games that help the people in 
his home state of Mississippi and the home 
state of the team he played for 16 years, 
Wisconsin. Brett has also donated $2 million to 
charities in those states. 

Even though he has the all the records any- 
one could imagine, that doesn't matter to him, 
what mattered to him most is that he played the 
game that loved for so long. It's true that he is 
undoubtedly a Hall of Famer just by his statis- 
tics alone, but with the adversity that he has 
had to overcome in his life and with his popu- 
lar "grizzled gunslinger" style of play, Brett 
Favre is the greatest player in NFL, no, in foot- 
ball history. 


retired from the game of football. 


MCT photo 
Brett.Favre, the legendary Green Bay Packers quarterback, has 


OPEN HOUSE 


Bachelor's degree and degree 
completion programs at 

Boston University’s Metropolitan College 
are offered in convenient evening or 
online formats, part-time or full-time. 


Join us for a series of presentations 
describing academic programs, admission 
policies, and financial aid—and learn about 
our Community Scholar Academic Scholarship 
for eligible community college graduates, 
providing a 50 percent tuition discount 

for up to 12 credits per semester. 
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Undergraduate 
Open House 


Saturday, March 29, 2008 
10 a.m. 


Location: 

Photonics Center, Room 211 
8 Saint Mary's Street 
Boston 


BOSTON | 


UNIVERSITY | 


Please RSVP to met@bu.edu or call 617.353.6000. 
Cail early as free parking is limited. 


For schedules and maps, 


| 
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Calling all sprinters 


The NECC track 
eams are looking for 
sprinters to join 


By CARLOS OLIVERA 
+Sports Editor 


The NECC 
Men and 
Women's track 
teams are look- 
ing for athletes. 
It doesn't matter 
whether you 
have experience 
in the sport or 
not. “There is a 

lace for any and everyone on the 

fom stated head Coach Dawn 

uto. Caputo is currently in her 

ird year of coaching the track team 

and has been at the helm of the cross- 
country team for nine years now. 

{ The teams are looking for short 


rinters. Caputo is looking for 
iene to fill the relay teams. The 


lays include a 4x100 Meter relay as _. 


well as a 4X400 meter relay. “We 
have three sticks of dynamite on the 
“men's team and are looking for some- 
one to fill the empty slots.” One big 
loss for the men’s track team was the 
2006 NJCAA 400 meter Champion 
James Mwangi, who at the last 
moment decided to take a semester 
off, and focus on work. 

, Caputo was expecting a large 
number in athletes this spring but it's 
been just the opposite. “ We had an 
excellent recruiting class and inter- 
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War of words ‘begins 
with Steinbrenner 
and Sox owner 


By JuLIo TEJEDA 
Contributing Reporter 


With the month of March comes 
ring break for many NECC stu- 
lents, warmer weather than the bru- 
tal winters in New England, and the 
most important to Red Sox Nation, 
e beginning of the new season for 
eir beloved Sox. A new .season 
loesn’t only mean a new year to 
hase another team championship, 
but another year of the life long bat- 
tle, the on-going war with the evil 
empire, the New York Yankees. 
The teams normally get into it in 
il, when the two teams head into 
le first of many series they play 
oughout the 162 games season. 
But this year things are different, the 
war started earlier than scheduled, 
fankees Senior Vice President Hank 
inbrenner, son of current president 
CEO. George Steinbrenner, said 
mM an interview, “Red Sox Nation? 
What a bunch of [expletive] that is, 
that was a creation of the Red Sox 
and ESPN, which is filled with Red 
fans. Go anywhere in America 
you won’t see Red Sox hats and 
ets, you'll see Yankee hats and 


est, but students fell short meeting 
the grade requirement from the fall 
semester and are ineligible. This was 
very disappointing as we had some 
superb recruits that would have con- 
tributed to the team at the National 
Championships”. 

Caputo remains optimistic and 
confident of the three runners she 
already has, and if she can find some- 
one to fill the relay team, she has no 
doubt that the team can be All- 
American (Top Three Finishers) at 
the National Meet in May. 

Caputo is no stranger to great 
4X400 meter relay teams. Back in 
her days as the Haverhill High 
School head coach, Caputo's relay 
teams brought three New England 
Championships as well as an All- 
State Championship. 

One of the sticks of “dynamite” 
Caputo referred to is 2006 Triton 
Regional High School Graduate, 
Shane Lee. Shane was the Class C 
Massachusetts 200 meter champion 
during his senior year at Triton. Lee 
was also an outstanding football star 
for Triton. 

Although Shane has never com- 


~peted in the 400 meters Caputo is 


confident he will hold his own, say- 
ing, “We are keeping our options 
open right now. If he trains for the 
longer event, we will have done the 
preparation needed to compete in the 
event”. Caputo also praises Lee's 
pure speed by saying, “ he is the best 
short sprinter this program has had 
the privilege of.” 

Another relay team member is 
James Gitanyu. James is an interna- 


jackets. This is_a Yankee country. 
We’re going to put the Yankees back 
on top and restore the universe to 
order.” 

Steinbrenner is not new to speak- 
ing what is on his mind, he has been 
critical on Yankees former manager 
Joe Torre, for his decision to step 
away from the team, and last sea- 
son’s MVP Alex Rodriguez for opt- 
ing out of the 252 million contract 
last October and becoming a free 
agent. Steinbrenner and his younger 
brother Hal have taken more respon- 
sibility in recent years with team 
operations as their father George gets 
older. ; 

According to ESPN.com, Red 
Sox principal owner John Henry has 
responded to Hank’s comments by 
making him the newest member of 
Red Sox Nation with a complete 
membership card and special privi- 
leges that only members can have. 
Henry went on to say, “I’m a big 
Hank fan, just to ensure he knows 
how cool Red Sox Nation is, we offi- 
cially inducted him as a member of 
Red Sox Nation and we are sending 
him his membership card giving him 
access to an array of options includ- 
ing our newsletter, bumper stickers, 
pins, Green Monster seats and a hat 
personally autographed by David 
Ortiz.” Hank said the following day 
that he respects Henry but has no 
plans on joining Red Sox Nation. 


“or experience”, says 


tional student hailing from Africa. 
Although he is a bit older at 27 years 
old, he is still a force on the track. It's 
been a little while since the last time 
he trained on a consistent basis, but 
when he did he was great. Back in his 
native Kenya, James ran the 800 in 
1:53.1. He also ran the 400 and was 
clocked in at below 48 seconds. 

Caputo also sings Gitanyu's 
praises saying, “ James is a huge 
addition to the program and will 
impact the teams success this season 
and cross country in the fall. If he can 
return near his top competitive form, 
James can compete for any Division 
I team in the country”. 

The women's team also returns 
NJCAA Northeast District shot put 
champion Shana Blaney as well as 
Captain, and short sprinter, Stephanie 
Naffah. To go along with Naffah in 
the sprints the women's have added 
Dracut Graduate Sara Giannasca. 
Sara has not competed in a few years 
and will primarily run the 100-200 
meter sprints. The women have also 
added Ashley Woodward, a middle 
distance runner. Woodward is an 


800-meter specialist and is new to the ° 


sport. 

“What makes track so special is 
that it is one of the few sports that 
everyone can do regardless of ability 
Caputo. 
Practices begin at 3:30 p.m. and are 
generally over by 4:30 or 4:45. The 
teams meet in the Sport and Fitness 
Center so if you are interested in 
joining and have at least 12 credit 
hours from the fall semester feel free 
to stop by. 


Evil empire criticizes Sox Nation 


“Trust me I’m never going to join 
Red Sox Nation. But John Henry is a 
great guy,” Steinbrenner said to the 
Boston Globe. 

Before Steinbrenner’s com- 
ments, Red Sox GM Theo Epstein 
made public comments when he was 
asked about the team playing pre- 
season games over in Japan that got 
Yankee’s pitcher Mike Mussina’s 
attention, as the two engaged with a 
few comments. Epstein’s comments 
were about the Yankees playing pre- 
season games over in Japan in the 
2004 season, when they started 11-17 
saying, that won’t happen to the Red 
Sox. 

The season hasn’t started yet, and 
here we are in what most people call 
the greatest rivalry in sports history 
that dates back to the Babe Ruth 
days. Recent history like Aaron 
Boone’s home run off Red Sox pitch- 
er Tim Wakefield in game seven of 
the 2003 ALCS, or the Sox’s come- 
back in 2004 after being down 0-3. 
and taking the series 4-3, show’s us 
what it means to be part of the rival- 
ry. The rivalry can be seen across 
classrooms on campus, and those of 
us involved in it know how intensive 
it can get. The words have been said, 
now we await the games, which 
begin on April 11 as the first series 
between the two teams kicks off in a 
three game series at America’s most 
beloved ballpark, Fenway Park. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia | - 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Which Celtic won 
the 2007 Sprite 
Rising Stars Slam 
Dunk Contest? 


2. Who currently 
leads the Celtics in 
scoring? 


3. What is Boston’s | ~ 
current record? 


4. Which veteran 
point guard did the 
Celtics just sign for 

the post season 

run? ; 


5. When was the last | - 
time the Celtics won 


the NBA 
Championship? 
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AMNESTY 


INTERNATIONAL 


The NECC Amnesty 
International Club is 


conducting a letter-writ- 
ing campaign to assist 
the victims of the geno- 
cide in Darfur. During 
the rest of the spring 
semester the club will be 
setting up tables at vari- 


ous locations on campus. 
Amnesty International is 
attempting to bring the 
pressure of public scruti- 
ny and investor aware- 
ness towards a successful 
resolution of the problem 
in Darfur. 


Save Darfur now 


NECC Amenesty 
International chapter 
to help Darfur 


By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


All parties to the conflict have 
committed human rights abuses, 
but the Sudanese government and 
government-backed Janjawid mili- 


ly extract and refine oil, it relies on 
foreign corporations to operate this 
lucrative industry, which netted the 
Sudanese treasury more than $5 
billion in 2006. 

The Sudanese government has 
placed restrictions on access for 
humanitarian aid agencies. Aid 
providers have had food and equip- 
ment seized by the various militias. 
A number of aid workers have even 
been killed or kidnapped. The 


nomic allies could have consider- 
able influence. 

Amnesty International has 
urged institutions with investments 
in oil companies operating in 
Sudan to use their substantial influ- 
ence to urge the Sudanese govern- 
ment to admit UN peacekeepers 
without obstruction or delay. 

This is where we come in. The 
NECC Amnesty International Club 
will be offering students and facul- 


—______¢¢—______——= 
The NECC Amnesty International Club will be offering stu- 
dents and faculty an opportunity to take a simple but effective 
step to remediate the crisis. By signing one of our pre-printed 
letters (we charge 50 cents per letter- stamped, pre-addressed, 
and ready to go into our mailbox) you can do your part to assert 

* pressure on international businesses that work with the Darfur 


government. Our goal is to end this crisis. 


tia bear primary responsibility for 
the systematic and widespread 
murder, rape, torture, abduction, 
looting, and forced displacement of 
the population. 

Ninety percent of Sudan's 
export income is derived from oil 
exports, and most of this money 
goes to funding the government's 
military expenditures, while virtu- 
ally none supports social develop- 
ment. Because Sudan doesn't have 
the capital or expertise to efficient- 


Sudanese- government appears 
unwilling to address the human 
rights crisis in the region. 

Last July, the UN Security 
Council unanimously passed 
Resolution 1769 authorizing a 
peacekeeping force for Darfur. 
However, given the Sudanese gov- 
ernment's past record of obstruct- 
ing such deployments, urgent pres- 
sure is needed to ensure speedy and 
full implementation, and there is 
season to believe that Sudan's eco- 
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Children’s drawings show- We want to hear from you. 


_.~ ing the violence in Darfur. 


ty an opportunity to take a simple 
but effective step to remediate the 
crisis. By signing one of our pre- 
printed letters (we charge 50 cents 
per letter- stamped, pre-addressed, 
and ready to go into our mailbox) 
you can do your part to assert pres= 
sure on international businesses 
that work with the Darfur govern- 
ment. Our goal is to end this crisis. 
We invite you to join us. 


Mark Palermo is a member of the 
NECC faculty. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


